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AtPENA,MICH., AUGUST 24,1894. 

CASPER ALPERK, O F  THE ALPENA FISH C O M P A N Y .  

(RICHARD RATHBUN). 

G, F 4 . n  

Aad a long interview with Mr. Alpern. 

He i s  apparently the Alpena Fish Go., a very 

shrewd, active,  Gennan Jew, who has been 

engaged i n  fishing f rom here for 8081363 22 

years. He i s  a pusher, and certainly ac- 

complishes as much as any one could f'rom 

t h i s  fishery. 

wMaxwell A". He says it i s  the largest  

fishing tug on the lakes, unless it may be 

the *Agitatoru o f  Booth, which was patterned 

a f t e r  i t  somewhat. It oertainly is the 

largest  Lug i n  the business.1 have yet seen. 

Then he has a smaller tug,  and yet a good 

He has a very large tug the 

sized one, and several s a i l  boats, stationed 

about 12 miles from Alpena. These a r e  a l l  

engaged i n  gill netting. Besides these he 
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runs a number o f  pounds. 

He s a y s  that  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  g i l l  net-  

t i n g  i s  superceding t h e  pounds, which is 

contrary t o  what we found f a r t h e r  north.  

The reason he g ives  is  that t h e  pound net  

grounds are g iv ing  o u t ,  and in Thunder Bay 

at l e a s t  he claims it i s  due t o  fou l ing  of 

t h e  bottom, 

He i s  one o f  t h e  few who claims that  f i s h -  

ing has had no e f f ec t  on t h e  abundance of 

f ish,  u n l e s s  it may be that  they have taken  

t o o  many very small whitef ish.  The causes 

w i l l .  be found explained i n  h i s  interview- 

stormy weather, po l lu t ions  from sawmills,etcl 

Nei ther  does he belfeve tha t  t h e  p lan t ing  of  

whi te f i sh  f r y  has done any good i n  t h i s  re- 

gion, though it may in o the r  l o c a l i t i e s .  

He has worked the  e n t i r e  th ing  out t o  h i s  

s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  and i s  very c l e a r  i n  h is  no- 

.-c 

": 

t i o n  about r e g u l a t i ~ m s .  They a re  made t o  
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f i t  h i s  business ,  and a r e  based upon what 

w i l l  p r o f i t  him most .  * 
He doesn't w a n t  t o  handle small fish, and 

he p laces  t h e  l i m i t  at 1 lb. f o r  whi te f i sh  

(dressed)  and pickere l  (romd). He would 

proh ib i t  t h e  taking or handling of smaller 

s i z e s ,  but he would not r egu la t e  the mesh i n  

any way. They dhould be allowed to fish 

such n e t s  as they  Fleased. 

He would not have 8 c lose  season, but 

would obl ige  t h e  fishermen t o  take  and fer- 

t i l i z e  t h e  eggs of t h e  whi te f i sh  dwiw 

t h e i r  spawning season, m d a l s o  t o  f u r n i s h  

t h e  S t a t e  and United S t a t e s  w i t h  a l l  t he  

eggs requi red  by them. 

He is opposed t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  pro- 

posed by t h e  S t a t e  Comnission, and h a s  had 

enough influence to prevent t h e  passage o f  

any meamres which might i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  his 
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business. 
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He gave me a copy o f  the minutes of t h e  

Michigan S t a t e  Fisherman’s Association,vkrich 

was organized i n  1893 t o  pro tec t  t h e i r  in- 

t e r e s t s .  The S t a t e  Comnissioner’s bill o f  

1893 was defeated by them, and they had a 

s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l ,  which, however, d id  not  

pass. He i s  in  favor of  p ro tec t ion  a f t e r  

h is  own p a t t e r n ,  but would have nothing else,  

Since t h e  above was wri t ten ,  I have heard 
c 

r h i u h  i n d i c a t e  that h i s  j u d p e n t  is not o f  

t h e  bes t ,  and that i n  a business  way he has  

not been successful .  Under those circum- 

s tances  can his views regarding t h e  condi- 

t i o n  andneeds of t h e  f i s h e r i e s  be considered 

r e l i a b l e ?  He has m a d s  a great deal o f  

money f i s h i n g ,  but  seem8 t o  be a t h e o r i s t  i n  

the mat te r  of improving methods, pe r f ec t ing  

h i s  tugs ,e to . ,  which ha8 made h i m  very ex- 

t ravagant ,  without an equivalent re turn .  
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He spends two  d o l l a r s  where he m a k e s  one. 

H i s  business  is now mortgaged f o r  $30,000 t o  

one o f  t h e  banks i n  Alpena, m d  my inf'omant 
6 

was under the impression t h a t  he  was working 

on a salary o f  $1,200 a year. While h e  

pushes t h e  business  f o r  a l l  it is worth, h e  

i s  not very favorably regarded i n  Alpena. 

He apparently ranks high among the  big fish- 

ermsn of  the S t a t e ,  however, and many a r e  

l i k e l y  t o  s.app0r-t h i m  i n  his views, whether 

they be l i eve  in  them o r  not. They a l l  

f i g h t  toge ther  against  t h e  S t a t e  Fish Corn- 

mission, Mr.Tulian says he did not u se  t o  

ir*ra 

Pi.., 

@' have t h e  unfavorable opinion he  now holds re- 

garding t h e  b e n e f i t s  of propagation, and he 

flgd t h i n k s  'that 'he took up that  b e l i e f  as a 

'9A s t roke  against  t h e  S ta t e  F i s h  Corrmission. 
Lklw 

He is  f i g h t i n g  that  organizat ion becmse  o f  e k  

i ts  attempt t o  enact new r e s t r i c t i v e  meas- 

ures, and he would l i k e  t o  show them a l to -  



gether wrong. However, he is  not opposed 

t o  State  appropriations f o r  hatching, and 

has a l w a y s  given great ass is tance t o  the 
c 

United St a t  e s  hatchery . 
One o f  t h e  great  inconsistences o f  h i s  

pos i t ion  i s  the  item i n  h i s  b i l l  o b l i g b g  

fishermen t o  f e r t i l i z e  and plant all t h e  

whitefish and t rou t  spawn they can obtain. 

Why do s o  i f  propagation accomplishes noth- 

ing? 
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